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This Week at St. Mark’s 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 
Pentecost 20 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
12:00p Pet Blessing 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3 
6:30p Ministry Site Profile Meeting 
7:00p Naomi Circle—Martha Egeland 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 
9:30a CDC Music Time 
10:00a Adult Bible Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adult Rehearsal 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL, gr. 1-5 & HS 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
6:00p Confirmation 
7:30p  Vocal Worship Team 6-12 Rehearsal 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 
5:00p CDC After School Music 
7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 
6:30p Al-Anon 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 
Pentecost 21 
5:00p Worship  
6:30p Young/Hudson Wedding Rehearsal 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9 
Pentecost 21 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
2:00p Malinowski Inurnment 
3:30p Young/Hudson Wedding 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 Fall Harvest Festival: Farm Information 

 Aurora Borealis Dinner 

 Let’s Communicate: Did You Receive Your St. Mark’s Email 

 Adult Study 

 

 

 Join Us for 2nd Wednesday Worship 

 Reformation 500 Bookstore Coming! 

 Children’s Message During 10:30am Service 

 Flu Shot Clinic in October 

 

Annual Pet Blessing! 
 

This Sunday, October 2nd, at noon, on the Parish House 
(Fox Trail Home) lawn.  
Treats for pets and humans will be served. 

Reformation 500 Bookstore Coming! 
 

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast approaching! Do you want 
to learn more about Martin Luther, his writings, and their impact on      
Christianity? Do you want to reflect on the ongoing impact of the          
Reformation today?  
 

Stop by the display in the Narthex the weekends of October 8/9, October 
15/16, and October 22/23, after each worship service, to get fascinating 
books on the Reformation for you and your family.  
 
Are you interested in helping out? We need bookstore help taking orders 
and other tasks on these weekends.   

Join Us for 2nd Wednesday Worship 
 

Second Wednesday Worship is youth-based and full of energy! It takes place once a 
month, on the 2nd Wednesday, from 7:30 to 7:55pm.  
 

Each worship is based on one of the Fruits of the Spirit, as found in Galatians 
5:22. High school students did an awesome job leading the first service on September 
21st. They presented Agape Love and held everyone’s attention with a skit called 
“Love Handles”. Our next Second Wednesday Worship is October 12th, at  7:30 pm. 
Our 8th grade Confirmation class will be leading us and talking about Self-
Control.  Come join us.  

Let’s Communicate: Have You Received Your St. Mark’s Email? 
The Vision Process indicated a strong desire for more communication, related to congregational activities, opportunities, needs, and 
decisions. One way we do this is weekly email bullets about upcoming events. You can help make this happen by sharing your 
email address with us, if you have not already done so. 
 

Even if you receive a paper Vineyard, give us your email, and we will keep you in the loop!  You may use the sign-in sheet in the 
Welcome Notebooks, located on the pews. Thank you so much for your part in staying connected!  

Adult Study 
Tuesdays in October, with the Festival of the Reformation coming, our focus will be on major portions of Martin Luther’s Small          
Catechism. Come at 10:00am on Tuesdays for a refresher course in some of our basic Lutheran understandings. All are welcome – and 
a free book will be provided – along with a cup of coffee, and maybe even some goodies to share!  
 
Join us Tuesdays at 10:00 to 11:30am for study, discussion, friendship, sometimes deep conversation, and always prayer.  

Flu Shot Clinic Coming in October  
 

Get vaccinated! St. Mark’s Lutheran Flu Shot Clinic:  
Sunday, Oct. 16th  9:30am-12:00pm 

Vaccination is the best way to prevent the flu. 

 $20 cash, check, or Medicare Part B  (Must bring Medicare Card) 

 18 years of age and older 

 Physician’s note required if pregnant &/or nursing 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center. Questions? Contact Jean Clementz, RN 
Faith Community Nurse  630.897.6891  X-23 or jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 

Aurora Borealis Dinner for Young Adults  
 

All adults, ages 25 to 40, are invited to join us on Sunday, October 23rd, from 4:30pm to 6:30pm, for 
our Aurora Borealis Dinner.  
 

This will be an elegant, yet informal, meal and conversation. We are asking you to shed light on what 
St. Mark’s means to you, while discovering what light you can shed on St. Mark’s, today and in the 
future.  
 

Please bring your little ones; child care will be provided, as well as child-friendly food! Look for an evite, coming soon!  

Children’s Time During 10:30am Service 

 
We want to remind families with school-age children that we are still offering the     
Children’s Message during the Sunday, 10:30am service. 

 
This is their time to share with everyone 
their message and love. Children of all  
ages are welcome to join us!  

Fall Harvest Festival: Farm Information 

 
The 2016 Fall Harvest Festival will be held on Saturday, October 15th, at the Kurt Larson farm: 4478 East 
1675 Road, Earlville, Illinois.  Participating church pastors will lead the Harvest Thanksgiving Service at 
approximately 10:00am. Then, this fun day on the farm will have activities all day long, such as a noon 
BBQ, combine rides, the famous pie auction, and many other fun things to do and see.  
 
Come and be proud to know you have contributed to FRB and help make a lasting impact on hunger and 
poverty in the world! 

Healing Services 
 

In the church calendar, St. Luke Evangelist Day is October 18th. We will 
celebrate St. Luke Day during the weekend of October 15th and 16th. 
St. Paul called Luke “the  beloved physician” in Colossians 4:14. We give 
thanks for the healing power of God’s love and for the healing power that 
works through persons who dedicate their lives to bringing wholeness to 
humanity: physicians, dentists, paramedics, technicians, nurses, chaplains,          
therapists, psychologists, office workers, and all health care workers. 
 

During the worship services we will offer a Service of Healing. These signs 
tell us again that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked forever with 
the cross of Christ. Please join us. 



October 1st & 2nd, 2016 

Welcome! 
 

We’ve been waiting for you! Our mission at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church is to share Christ’s Abundant Love. We are 
called to reach out to persons of all ages and life situations 
with Christ’s own hospitality and acceptance, to invite you to 
be our companion on the spiritual journey as we discover 
together the ways that Christ is offering hope, healing, and a 
renewed sense of meaning for our lives. 
 
If you are not a member, we would love to talk to you about our ministry.  We invite you to talk to one 
of our pastors or stop at the Welcome Center near the church entrance. 
 
May your worship experience here at St. Mark’s draw you closer to Christ and His Abundant Love! 

Today’s WORSHIP FOCUS 
 
This week, we move from the Season of Creation forward in the time of Pentecost. We return to the 
New Revised Common Lectionary and continue with old sayings from Luke 17… even a mustard 
seed’s worth of faith can make a big difference.  And we read the parable of the “worthless slave.”  
These sayings are not easy to interpret but are easy to misinterpret. 
 
Faith is NOT credit earned, but loving confidence in the Creator’s character - that of HESED – 
loving kindness!  
 
Of course we know oppression was part of first-century life. Slavery was a reality and it still is. But 
Jesus didn’t buy into the systemic oppressive cultures of the Roman government or the religious 
establishment. 
 
When we open the lens, we see that Jesus came to live out the Creator’s character of loving 
kindness, to kneel and to serve. He invites us to trust in our identity as God’s own beloved. Even a 
tiny speck of confidence in this love empowers us with enough courage and compassion to move 
mountains…  

 

Next Week’s WORSHIP FOCUS 
What a bunch of ingrates, those guys — all nine of them! It's not like a little "thank you" would have 
killed them. It wouldn't even have taken up all that much of their precious time. All they had to do 
was turn around, make a quick jog back to Jesus (maybe not even all the way back), and give a 
little wave from the distance; a shout of, "Thanks for the healing," and they'd have been back on 
their merry way, the requirements of polite society all nicely filled. What would have been the big 
deal?  
 
When we think of leprosy, we think disfigurement: the loss of fingers and toes. We think of what is 
now called Hansen's disease. Hansen's disease causes numbness and weakness in the limbs and 
deterioration of the extremities and the face, the nose in particular. It is a horrible thing. You can 
catch it from other people, but not easily. The problem is that you can have it for a long time, and 
pass it around, before you know there's anything wrong at all. It is on the rise, worldwide, mostly in 
places where the sanitary conditions are poor. It is highly treatable and almost always curable. 
Mycobacterium leprae, the bacterium from which Hansen's disease develops, succumbs easily to 
antibiotics.  
 
Luke 17:11-19 is a well-known story of the one who came back and the nine who didn’t. It is a great 
teaching about how to have the “attitude of gratitude” which is what we will focus on in our worship 
time. Welcome, and hopefully you will be filled with gratitude!  

Staff Contact Information 
Please call the appropriate St. Mark’s staff member or email them if you have questions about the 
following areas of ministry. You may also visit our website for more information about St. Mark’s. 
 

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor Patricia Geiseman Ext. 15 pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 
Pastor Paul Olson  Ext. 13 polson@stmarksaurora.net 

 

Ministry Staff 

Kristin Young Ext. 16 kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Worship & the Arts 
Sue Hilderbrand Ext. 24 shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Bell Choirs 
Kari Reiseck Ext. 22 kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 
 Director of Children’s Ministries 

 

Support Staff 

Deb Arcilla Ext. 10 darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 
 Office Manager 
John Themanson Ext. 19 jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 
 Finance Administrator 
Al Lettow Ext. 12 facilitymgr@stmarksaurora.net  
 Facility Manager 
Cathy Hanson  Ext. 27 chanson@stmarksaurora.net 
 Communications Coordinator 
Terese Ruppel                                          630-466-1036 ter60554@gmail.com  
 Nursery Coordinator 
 

Faith Community Nurse 

Jean Clementz, R.N.                                            Ext. 23  jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 
 

Financial Secretary 

   Jim Erickson                                                630-897-0291 jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 
 

St. Mark’s Child Development Center 

Colette Patterson                                      630-897-6063  stmarksdir@att.net  
 Interim Director  
 

Council Members 

Don Friend (President), Preston Runyan (Treasurer), Rick Jansen (Property), Jeanne Flynn, Julie 
Simpson, Lindsay Meyer, Heather Rehg  

 

Prayers 

 

 

5:00pm  Grant Allen, Joe & Rhonda Jaras, Kathy Johnson, Ryan Johnson, Mary Kenner,     
Christopher Knight, Sue Norris, Jason Skow, Courtney Voda  
  
9:00am  Kevin Acuff, Lorraine Angell, Barb Barrett, Bill Beattie, Barbara Bleke, Charley Budd, 
Lloyd Feltz, Jenni Granquist, Tara Gregait, Lonnie Grimes, Ron Hickey, Joanne Jackman, Sean 
McGraw, Bob Overstreet, Thomas Pall, Doris Park, Pat Paulus, Minerva Perez, Jocelynn Probst, 
Joe Rangel,  Michael Riehle, Lorand Szekely, Pat Tooley 
 
10:30am  Johanna Brinkman, Jim Frank, Dave Frey, Michelle Leedham, Frances Sauber 
 
Continuing Care  Laurie Dunn, Tad Dyer, Gary Francis, John Lange, Bruce Lindgren, Julie 
Michaels, Lauren Muscat, Grant Oestriech, Wendy Overstreet, Sharon Ross, Bessie Sclavos 
 
Paul’s Ministry  We give thanks to God for the staff, congregation, and ministries at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Waukegan, IL.  
 

 

Check Us Out Online! 
 Head to www.stmarksaurora.net and, on the homepage, find the Courier and Vineyard online. 

 Find us at: @stmarksaurora on both Facebook and Twitter. 

 Give us your email to get updates about current events and programming! 

Submissions for the weekly Courier are due each Monday by noon for that 
weekend’s publication. Submissions for the November Vineyard are due by 
noon on Wednesday, October 12th. Submissions will be added in the order 
in which they are received. Early submissions are always welcomed! 
 

Please email articles for the Vineyard and Courier to Cathy Hanson at:  
chanson@stmarksaurora.net or place handwritten articles in her mailbox. If you have any questions, 
please email or call Cathy at: (630) 897-6891 ext. 27.  
 

Please send all 2016 photos from any St. Mark’s ministry or event to: smyearinreview@gmail.com. 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church  
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 
Office Hours: Mon - Fri / 9:00am - 4:00pm Sharing Christ's Abundant Love 

 

 New Facility Manager 

 Nursing the Spirit: Breast Cancer Awareness 

 Snowplowing Services Needed 
 
 

 

Welcome our new Facility Manager! 
 

Starting Monday, October 3rd, Al Lettow will assume the position of Facility Manager.  Al is 
replacing Ed Malert who moved to Missouri this past  summer. Gregg Kobliska is returning to 
sunny Florida and will be back in the spring. 
 

Thanks to Gregg for months of leadership and to Al for stepping up. 
 

St. Mark's is very fortunate to have such 
capable and faithful men.   

Nursing the Spirit: National Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

It’s not October unless we highlight breast cancer awareness and the importance of early 
detection. The National Breast Cancer Awareness Month (NBCAM) program is dedicated to 
increasing awareness about the importance of early detection of breast cancer. The goal of 
screening exams for early breast cancer detection is to find cancers before they start to cause 
symptoms. Most doctors feel that early detection tests for breast cancer save thousands of 
lives each year, and that many more lives could be saved if even more women and their 
health care providers took advantage of these tests.  
 
To learn more, speak to your health care provider about breast self-exams, clinical breast 
exams, and mammograms and visit: http://www.cancer.org/cancer/breastcancer/
moreinformation/breastcancerearlydetection/breast-cancer-early-detection-importance-of-
finding-early  

Snowplowing Services Needed!  
 

St. Mark’s has received notice that our snowplower is dropping that portion of 
their business. The sidewalks are cleaned by the facility manager during the 
week, and by volunteers during the weekend, but we need someone to do our 
parking lot. If you’re interested or know of someone you’d care to  recommend, 
please contact Al Lettow or one of the pastors.    
 
A BIG thank you goes out to Warren Hestekin for his many years of service to 
plow the snow in previous winters. We thank you SO much for your devoted 
service! 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksaurora/?fref=ts#
http://www.cancer.org/cancer/breastcancer/moreinformation/breastcancerearlydetection/breast-cancer-early-detection-importance-of-finding-early
http://www.cancer.org/cancer/breastcancer/moreinformation/breastcancerearlydetection/breast-cancer-early-detection-importance-of-finding-early
http://www.cancer.org/cancer/breastcancer/moreinformation/breastcancerearlydetection/breast-cancer-early-detection-importance-of-finding-early

